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From walking in or through to walking with the city (again)

When thinking about walking, we immediately envision a human activity, something people do
somewhere, with the environment in which the walking is taking place being a mere passive
background of the action. This anthropocentric understanding of what walking entails is typically
Western. More-than-human approaches help us deconstruct such dualistic ideologies. They point to
the ethical and political relevance of moving-with (the environment) to feel/think the intensities of
the entanglements of human and world. Moving-with forces people to rely on their affective
experiences. Becoming accountable to the more-than-human involves taking account of the multiple
erasures of other knowledges and methods. Moving-with, then, becomes a movement of thought not
only with "others," but a process of engaging with erased or disavowed histories. As such, it is a moving
re-engagement with the ways that the planet and its constituent parts have been understood,
protected, feared, and treasured. In this talk, then, | want to reflect on what walking-with entails in an
urban context.
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